necessarily includes the treatment of retinal detachments, with a reasoned approach to the subject. It is adequately illustrated and includes a number of line drawings and fundus paintings by Mr Terry Tarrant, whose expertise in this field is well known.
A difficulty which attends all authors whose books are published by an overseas publishing house is the relatively frequent occurrence of minor typographical errors and of occasional spelling mistakes. These in no way detract from the value of this book, and will no doubt be eliminated in the second edition.
J R HUDSON

Consultant Ophthalmic Surgeon Moorfields Eye Hospital. London
Cancer and Related Lesions of the Vulva Malcolm Stening pp 160 £14.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1980 The author's 25 years' wide experience of vulvar disease is the basis for the presentation of his views on the development and management of the disorders which may lead to, or are associated with, malignancy. Careful and diligent work has led to the conclusions which are similar to, but not entirely at one with, modern international concepts of the dystrophies and so may rather confuse a student. Nonetheless, the train of thought is well founded.
The treatment of established cancer has much more to offer the reader. Good colour photographs and diagrams convey a real sense of the difficulties of a radical operation. The prolific use of additional surgeons, his unusual methods of dealing with the urethra, and the use of radical rather than skinning vulvectomy for in situ lesions are all perhaps unusual and provocative -but are helpful.
There is much to learn and to ponder in this treatise, but it must be read in context with other books on the subject.
CHARLES P DOUGLAS
Professor of Obstetrics & Gynaecology
University of Cambridge and authors were selected before the surge of interest in this group of drugs occurred. The chapters are all well written, but some are on the 'starchy side', tending to give a catalogue of information. However, the chapter on topical therapy by Drs Ive and Comaish is especially well written, and is even witty in places -quite an achievement considering the title! It would be quite wrong to single out any chapter as being more worthwhile than others. They are all excellent and informative. If I were to mention individual chapters, it would reflect more my interest than the quality of the work. The book is mainly written by and for clinicians and it is the practising dermatologist who will benefit most. Clinicians often find epidermal cell kinetics hard to understand; Professor Wright's review is scholarly and clear. Research workers would enjoy any chapter relevant to their work.
Altogether this is an excellent publication, and is a 'must' for all dermatologists -to read and enjoy and as an excellent source of reference. This monograph presents an up-to-date review of the use of in vitro systems for studying neoplastic transformations of epithelial cells. Formerly, most laboratories engaged in the study of in vitro carcinogenesis used mesenchymal (fibroblast) cultures, but, as Dr Franks points out in his preface, the majority of human and animal tumours are of epithelial origin, so that the extension of in vitro studies to epithelial systems is clearly important. Thirty contributors discuss a range of in vitro systems, including those employing salivary gland, respiratory tract, hepatic and bladder epithelia, and brain cells.
The text covers technical methods, the use of different types of carcinogen, changes in the morphology of the affected cells, chromosomal abnormalities and enzymatic changes. The morphological alterations are satisfactorily illustrated by photomicrographs, phase-contrast photomicrographs, immunofluorescent staining, transmission electronmicrographs and scanning electronmicrographs. There are useful chapters on polycyclichydrocarbon metabolism in cell culture, and on various biological markers of neoplasia,
In the final chapter, Dr Franks presents a succinct review of 'Problems and Prospects', This book is recommended, not only to workers in the specialized field, but also to those others who wish to keep abreast of fundamental research into the cancer problem. The editors are to be congratulated on having brought together the separate chapters to form a well-balanced and clearly written monograph. This short and readable booklet covers aspects of platelet storage and transfusion likely to interest the clinician and the haematologist. It contains papers presented at a symposium held in July 1978,and has to compete with a very much more substantial publication ofa symposium on platelet infusion (The Blood Platelet in Transfusion Therapy. Progress in Clinical and Biological Research, vol 28. Alan R Liss, New York). Its style is very much that of the verbatim transcript. However, the sometimes irrelevant but often highly illuminating or entertaining discussions that usually are included in a published symposium, and which surely must have taken place at this gathering, are not included.
One can only regard 'Platelet Transfusion' as an introductory text to be followed by far deeper reading into this complex and developing therapeutic modality. As an introductory text, it serves very well. As it is inexpensive, most haematology departments and blood banks would wish to own a copy.
EGO TUDDENHAM
Senior Lecturer in Haematology
Royal Free Hospital, London
The Beta-Iactam Antibiotics: penicillins and cephalosporins in perspective Sydney Selwyn pp 364 £8.95 London: Hodder & Stoughton 1980
The availability in recent years of numerous semisynthetic penicillins and cephalosporins has led to confusion in the minds of those prescribing them and those responsible for predicting which might be most beneficial for particular patients. This account of the origins of these drugs and of their properties will be of interest to many. There is an extensive bibliography, invaluable to
